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    Learning Objectives:  Pentatonic scale and how they are used in                                      
    music. 
    Learning Outcomes:   Identify pentatonic scales in songs. 
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   Read to the class from the screen. 
    Click ‘Let’s listen and watch’ to watch and hear the notes go 
    up the ‘Scale Ladder’. 
    Click again if required. 
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   Click ‘Let’s sing the letter names’, asking the class to sing the letter 
    letter names as they appear. 
    Click as many times as you require until the class can sing them 
   confidently. 
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   Click again, and ask the class to use the ‘Tonic Sol-fa’ method                                                
    used for teaching sight singing.   
    This means using; doh, ray, me, fah, soh, lah, te, doh.    
                                        C      D    E      F      G     A     B   C  
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    Read to the class about the ‘Pentatonic Scale’ 
    Click ‘Listen and watch’ for the class to hear and watch the ‘C’ 
    pentatonic scale move up the ladder. 
    A common pentatonic scale includes the first three notes of any 
    major scale, skips the fourth, continues with the fifth and the sixth 
    note, and skips the seventh.   

                                           The ‘C’ pentatonic creates C, D, E, G, A.  

         

                   

          

In  m usic, a  sca le is a  progression of sing le 
notes upwards or downwards in  ‘steps’ (scale 
is taken from the la tin  word ‘sca la’ meaning 
‘ladder’). For exam ple, the m ost common 
scale is that of C m ajor, which can be found 
by playing a ll the white  notes on the keyboard 
from  any C to  the next C above or be low.
A scale uses the first seven letters o f the 
alphabet.  

A scale gets its nam e from its starting note.

Here we have the scale of C m ajor.  W atch 
the notes move up the ladder in  order.

Let’s listen and watch!
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Dragon scales
Exploring Pentatonic Scales

Part 1 

What is a pentatonic 
scale?

Now let’s sing the C major 
scale, by singing the letter 
names as we climb up the 

musical ladder.

Let’s sing the letter names!

Now let’s sing the C major 
scale, by singing the letter 
names as we climb up the 

musical ladder.

Let’s sing the letter names!

Now let’s sing the C major 
scale, by using the ‘Tonic sol-fa’

names as we climb up the 
musical ladder.

Let’s sing the tonic sol-fa!

Now let’s sing the C major 
scale, by using the ‘Tonic sol-fa’

names as we climb up the 
musical ladder.

Let’s sing the tonic sol-fa!

Now we are going to 
explore pentatonic music.  
“Penta” means five, as in 
pentagon.
Pentatonic music is based 
on a five note scale.
Here is a pentatonic scale 
of C: C D E G A. 

Listen and watch!
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    Click ‘Let’s sing the letter names, asking the class to sing the 
    letter names of the ‘C’ pentatonic scale as they appear.   
    Click as many times as you require until the class can sing them  
    confidently. 
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    Click again, and ask the class to use the ‘Tonic Sol-fa’ method 
    used for teaching sight singing.   
    This means for the ‘C’ pentatonic scale we use;  
    doh, ray, me, soh, lah,     
     C       D     E      G     A     
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    Now let’s learn the song ‘Swing Low Sweet Chariot’ using 
    the notes of the ‘C’ pentatonic scale.   
    Print lyrics from ‘Resource Sheets’  
    Click ‘Let’s learn the song’. 
    Click as many times as required. 
 

Now let’s sing the pentatonic 
scale of C, by singing the letter 

names as we climb up the 
musical ladder.

Let’s sing the letter names!

Now let’s sing the pentatonic 
scale of C, by singing the letter 

names as we climb up the 
musical ladder.

Let’s sing the letter names!

Now let’s sing the pentatonic 
scale of C, by using the ‘Tonic 
sol-fa’ names as we climb up 

the musical ladder.
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Now let’s sing the pentatonic 
scale of C, by using the ‘Tonic 
sol-fa’ names as we climb up 

the musical ladder.

Let’s sing the tonic sol-fa!

Let’s learn the song!
Let’s learn the song!


